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and professionalization of the military in a
democratic Indonesia, President Bush an-
nounced that the United States would lift its
embargo on commercial sales of non-lethal
defense articles for Indonesia, with individual
applications to be reviewed on a case by case
basis, as is standard practice in the United
States.

The two Presidents noted that both the
United States and Indonesia were founded
on the belief that a nation’s diversity is a
source of strength, not weakness—a concept
embodied in their respective national mottos.
They pledged to build on this shared belief
as a basis for strengthening the bonds be-
tween their two peoples and for forging a
new era of cooperation to advance their com-
mon interests.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Religious Tolerance
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President George W. Bush and President
Megawati Soekarnoputri today condemned
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the
United States and pledged to strengthen ex-
isting cooperation in the global effort to com-
bat international terrorism. On behalf of the
210 million people of Indonesia, President
Megawati expressed her deepest sympathies
to the American people and pledged soli-
darity with the United States in this hour of
grief. Noting that the victims included inno-
cent civilians of many nationalities, including
an Indonesian citizen, the two leaders agreed
that these indiscriminate attacks have no
place in a civilized world.

The two Presidents reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the principles of religious free-
dom and tolerance in relations within and
among nations. As leader of the world’s larg-
est Muslim population and third largest de-
mocracy, President Megawati joined Presi-
dent Bush in underlining the importance of
differentiating between the religion of Islam
and the acts of violent extremists. Empha-

sizing that Islam is a religion of peace that
neither teaches hatred nor condones vio-
lence, President Megawati encouraged Presi-
dent Bush in his stated purpose of building
a broad coalition across religious lines and
cultures to deal with these new and dan-
gerous threats. She further emphasized the
importance of taking into account the views
of the Muslim world as the United States
leads an appropriate response to the events
of September 11. Noting that Islam is the
fastest growing religion in the United States,
President Bush assured President Megawati
that the American people respect Islam as
one of the world’s great religions and that
the United States would join hands with free-
dom-loving people of all religions to combat
transnational terror.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters

September 19, 2001

The President. I want to welcome the
members of the leadership of the Congress
here, and I want the Nation to know how
proud I am of how they have helped unite
our country. Senator Daschle and the Speak-
er and Senator Lott and Representative Gep-
hardt have really showed that in times of
emergency and crisis, that our Government
can function in a way that is just exemplary.
And I want to thank them for coming down.

I’m also so pleased to accept the invitation
of the Speaker and the leaders to come and
address the Congress tomorrow night. I look
forward to the opportunity, to explaining to
the American people who it is and who would
do this to our great country, and why—why
would people choose America? A lot of our
citizens have got a lot of questions about
what has taken place on September the 11th
and subsequent to that, and I owe it to the
country to give an explanation. And I want
to thank the Congress for giving me a chance.
I can’t think of a better place than to talk
about freedom and the battle to maintain
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